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Notes from the President

 January 10, 2007
Gift Certificate Winners
The following four Outdoor Connection clients have been selected in the annual $1,000 trip survey give away.  Each year we draw four client surveys from all we receive and notify the appropriate franchise owner that their client has been awarded a $250 gift certificate from Outdoor Connection.  The winners for 2007 are:

Roger Jackson – client of Jim Wisniewski (OC-FL)
Jason Seitz – client of Ron Diersen (OC-KY)
Scott Freemyer – client of Chris Lemke (OC-MN)
Ronald Wilkerson – client of Scott Beemer (OC-MI)
Congrats to these four clients and to each OC franchise owner who submitted client surveys this past year.  Claudia will be working to post more surveys on the agent’s pages here soon.  
Alaska Brown Bear offer
Some of you may remember Mike Bowden of Hidden Alaska Outfitters whom OC used to book hunts with from 2000 – 2005 or so.  Mike went through a fairly ugly divorce that caused him some issues as his ex-wife and he ran the outfitting business together.  Mike spoke with a few of our franchise owners last year at different trade shows and assures us he is back “in line” and his outfitting business is up to par.  We told him we would be interested in working with him again but, needed to get an OC FO in to hunt with him this year.  He called Tracey this week with the following offer.

From Tracey:

I just spoke with Mike at Hidden Alaska and here is what he said he could do to get an FO in on a brown bear hunt this spring.  The hunt would be out of the lodge and the dates he has right now for two hunters would be April 5-15th.  He said you won't see as many bears but, the ones you see will be large.  The price for a brown bear hunt is $11,000 plus licenses and tags and the air charter fee (approx. $800 per person).  He said he would do the hunt at 1/2 price if the franchise owner brought one full paying client (with commission still being paid on the client).  His website is www.hiddenalaskalodge.com 
If you are interested in being considered for this hunt please inform me of your interest ASAP as this hunt needs to be worked on soon before Mike heads out to shows.

Costa Rica Trip for OC!!

Laurence John, owner of Great Alaska, Holbox and Jungle Tarpon lodges and I have been exchanging e-mails this week regarding Jungle Tarpon Lodge.  A few of you might remember that we tried marketing Jungle Tarpon when Laurence first bought it back in 2000 or so.  Rod Regel (OC-WI) went down and had few issues and thought they needed a year or two under their belt before we got serious with them.  Well, I suggested to Laurence that we once again send a group of OC franchise owners down to have a look.  He was more than accommodating and put together an incredible deal for us.  Have a look:

Marc,
Happy New Year!!!!  

Here's our update for your 2008 files.  The Alaska fishing product has been pretty bulletproof for years and won't have any changes, although we will be expanding the Corporate Incentive and Medical Seminar offerings.  The fishing in Costa Rica is the best it has been in 15 years and this lodge has the highest return clientele of any of our properties.  And in Costa Rica we offer wholesalers 2 free with a group of 10 that can bring commissions of $12,000 per group.  And Holbox is pretty well filling up for the summer.  We will be printing our new catalog in a week or so and I will send you a couple of copies.  That's the update. 

Here's hoping that the holiday season finds you happy and healthy and that 2008 treats you and your business generously.

Best regards and thanks for the support.

So, I e-mailed him back and mentioned us coming down:

Good idea

How about  3/17 to 3/24, 2008  or 2/25 - ?
They would overnight in San Jose and take the early morning van to the lodge on Day #2 and fish for that day and the next five days.  They would depart after breakfast on the 8th day.

Price = half of the rack rate = $1,495 each for all OC franchise owners.

I have chosen dates when the lodge can be exclusively OC.  Let me know how many you are going to try to woo in.

LJ

I didn’t answer one of your questions---anywhere between 8 and 14 would work.

I would set up some stuff in San Jose for them and build in some Nature events as well. 

They would go through a cloud forest on the way in as well as visit a banana plantation.

I will include a hotel on their first night in San Jose and they can get their last night if they need one.  The cost is a bout $100 per night.

They would see gators, maybe manatee, thousands of birds and the monkeys will be hanging around the lodge and howling every evening and morning.

Kayaks would be available.  We would fish offshore in the AM, return to the lodge for lunch and relax and then fish under the jungle canopy in the rivers in the afternoon.

I have included the pdf files off the things that they would need to know.  If wives came, they would be kept busy with the nature events.

There you have it – a chance to visit Costa Rica for half price.  Laurence is holding 14 spots for OC on this deal.  Don’t hesitate – I am guessing these spots will go pretty fast.  We will set the dates once we get a feel for what the majority of the group wants.  The Feb dates are a little ways further from our convention dates so they might be better.  If you are interested in this trip let me know ASAP.  

Fishing Offer for OC FO’s

Randy Duvell of Minor Bay Lodge and Slippery Winds called this week with a special offer as well.  We are looking to bring Slippery Winds back on board as well now that we have removed Happy Landing. 

Hi Marc,

If any of your franchise owners can put together a group of 4 paying guests to either Slippery Winds Wilderness Lodge or Minor Bay Lodge we would be more than happy to comp their trip so they can come along as a host and to check out the trip first hand.
Right now we do have a special for Minor Bay Lodge.  Our 7-day trip from July 1 - 8 ($4,995) is priced at our 4-day package price of $3,395 - a saving of $1,600 per person.  We have one of our 8-person cabins open right now.  For this trip we would offer one comp trip with 7 paid trips.  Once we get a little closer to the season and see what our schedule is like we may be able to offer some special pricing for selected dates. 

Regards,

Randy Duvell

Ontario Workplace Conference

Mark Reinert (OC-ON) has put together a workshop at White Oaks Resort and is interested in chatting with any OC franchise owner who is interested in possibly joining it.  Here is a link to have a look:

http://www.yourworkplace.ca/conference/
If you are interested shoot Mark and e-mail.

Convention
Rooms are booking quickly and for the first time we might have to negotiate for an extended room block to what we reserved.  If you have not made your reservations you need to do so before it is too late.  

Lodges, Guides and Outfitters
In 2007 I realized that I was no longer going to be able to keep up with the challenges of communicating with the number of lodge and outfitters that we need to bring on to keep up with our additional bookings.  To address the issue I decided to form a “Destination Acquisition Team” to help me with the task.  I went to two people who helped me out in this area before and have now hired Larry Boll (OC-WI) and Chris Lemke (OC-MN) to “DAT”.  I will still be involved with each new destination but, Chris and Larry will be working with me daily.  I appreciate both of their willingness to jump in and lend a hand.

I have just finished working with Tim O’Hagen at Bear Creek Outfitters (www.bearcreekoutfitters.net) to add the operation to our approved list.  Bear Creek offers unguided and semi guided elk, mule deer and black bear hunts in Western Colorado.  Brent Curtice (OC-CO) recently spent some time on this ranch and felt as though it was definitely worth us exploring.  I spent some time on the phone with Tim and we put everything together.  Bear Creek will be paying 15% commission and we will inspect this fall on an elk hunt.

------------
Chris Lemke has just finished working with Mike Blanchett of Alberta Big Game Hunts to bring Mike’s hunts on board with OC.  Mike offers hunts for black bear, moose, and whitetail deer.  You can see his web site at: www.albertabiggamehunts.com/index.htm.  Mike will be paying 17% commission and we will be inspecting this spring on a spring black bear hunt.

------------
This week I lined up Lucas Adams of Gateway North Outfitters to add his hunting and fishing trips to our line up.   Gateway is in the Emo, Ontario area and my interest here was in some black bear hunts to take place of those we lost with Gold Mine in Northern Minnesota.  Gateway offers both housekeeping and American plan for black bear and takes 12 hunters per year.  They also offer 16 whitetail hunts per fall as well.  They currently have 12 whitetail and 8 black bear openings for 2008.  They will be paying 15% commission and we will inspect this fall on a black bear hunt and this spring on a fishing trip.  You can view their information at www.gatewaynorthoutfitters.net
------------
Last, but certainly not least, this week I was phoned by Mitch Chapdelaine of Backwoods Outfitters (www.albertabackwoodsoutfitters.com).  Backwoods was on the list of inspection trips for 2006 (Bruce Rowe was lined up to whitetail hunt with them), however, due to issues with the natives he was leasing the tags and ground from for his whitetail hunts not releasing the land to him again, he had to cancel the hunt.  At this point Mitch is going to keep looking for a new whitetail lease but, just continue with his black bear and moose hunts.  His moose hunts go for $5,000 and he has 6 still open for this fall.  Bear hunts go for $3,750 and these are two bear hunts.  Black bear in this area average six foot square and color phase are not uncommon.  Moose average in the mid 40’s (they took a 51” last year) and they were 4 for 5 on moose hunts in 2007.  These hunts are all tent camp hunts.  We are now going to inspect them this spring on a black bear hunt.  They will be paying 15% commission on moose hunts and 20% on black bear hunts.

Just a couple of quick tid bits from our home state of Kansas.  As of January 1, 2008 all outfitters in the state are required to collect sales tax at their local tax rate on all trips booked.  Most started collecting in 2007 but, as of now all are required to collect.  Also, be sure to catch up on the deer tag lottery changes for this year in the state.  Most hunters if not all will now draw tags.  Check the regulations link from the agent’s side to get you there.
------------
Quick report from Eric Sommer (OC-FL) whose clients just returned from Calcasieu Charters:

Thanks, Eric. We had a great time. Just like you said we would. My son and dad had a great time. They shot several speckle bellies. Erik and Tina were great and the guides were excellent, too. Appreciate all your help in getting this trip arranged. I'll send some photos soon. 
Best Regards, Pete
------------
Be sure to see Calvin Taylor’s (OC-OK) pictures that were just posted on Ranger Creek’s agent pages from his recent waterfowl hunt.
------------
Quick report from Terry Rhiengans (OC-MN) who had hunters just return from Nebraska Trophy Bucks and Birds:

My hunt was great, and Jim and Scott are fantastic outfitters and host. I had a wonderful time, beautiful scenery, great food, great hunting, and just great people all around.  I took a big bodied mule deer with a 5 X 6 rack.  My guide was Ed, and he was very knowledgeable about the area we were hunting. He and I put a stalk on this buck that was bedded down with 6 does, and got to within less than 100 yards for the shot.
I told Jim, Scott, and Ed that this hunting experience was everything I had hoped it to be.  I wanted to be able to get out and walk the hills and terrain, sit and glass, and then stalk a good buck.  Thanks to these guys and to you, I was able to do just that.  I also want to thank Outdoor Connection for putting this hunt together for me. It was a job well done.
Thanks!

Patrick
That is just a few of the things that have gone on around here this week.  I am looking forward to a great year and we have many great new projects ahead.  Keep up the good work and let’s set another sale record!

In the Outdoors,
Marc Glades
