Notes from the President
Friday, January 13th
Welcome
Outdoor Connection welcomed two new franchise owners this weekend at the corporate office for new franchisee training.  Mark Elpers of Cheney, Kansas and Mike Maksin of Seeley Lake, Montana.  They are spending this weekend with Greg Ray (OC-OK) and Jason Wisniewski (OC-FL) so they are in good hands!  Please take a minute to send them a quick e-mail welcoming them to the team.  Good luck to both of you.
TAG APPLICATIONS
Be sure to check all of the Western hunting regulations for big game draw dates.  Many are approaching over the next 2-8 weeks so you need to stay on top of that.  Wyoming’s elk date hits on January 31 so any of your hunters interested in Wyoming need to be filling out the application.  If you are unfamiliar with tag application dates they are very easy to find on the hunting regulation web sites of the different states.  
________________________________________________________________
TRACKS
The January issue of TRACKS is going out this coming week so make sure you have delivered your contact information to Tracey.
________________________________________________________________

New Lodges / Outfitters
The following is a list of outfitters that we have either approved or have the inspection trip set:

Captain Tom’s Sport Fishing: (www.captaintoms.com) Captain Tom’s offers charter fishing and lodging in the Herradura Bay area of Costa Rica.  Their charters leave from the Los Suenos Marina.  They have two 37’ Sportfishers and a unique lodge with six different units.   We will be inspecting them in March.
Beaulieu’s Trophy Woodland Caribou & Black Bear Hunts: (www.biggamehuntingnewfoundland.ca).  We have been looking for some trophy big game hunts in Newfoundland to give us another option to add to Pine Ridge.  This outfitter comes highly recommended and offers serious trophy hunts.  We will be inspecting them either this spring on a black bear hunt or this fall on a woodland caribou hunt.  They will be paying a 15% commission.
Rocky Mountain Adventures:  (www.rockymountainadventures.net) or (www.bowronriveroutfitters.com). The web site I sent out last week was their old one.  They operate under two names and two areas.  Again, these guys are paying 20% on BIG GAME HUNTS!!!
________________________________________________________________

Dropped Outfitters

Unfortunately we will be cutting our ties to Hi Lo Charters in Alaska at this point.  Many of you have met Bryan and we have always done very well with Hi Lo.  However, Bryan has become much more active in his real estate business than his guiding business and we have had very a difficult time trying to communicate and get any kind of feedback over the past couple of months.  We will be looking for another lodge/charter service in the Kenai to replace Hi Lo.
Until next week,

Marc Glades
