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Notes from the President

 June 27, 2008
 
4th of July, etc.
Next week the corporate office will be closed on Friday in observance of the 4th of July.  As messed up as some people think things are getting around this country right now, after following the election in Zimbabwe this morning, I would say we are all pretty lucky to be living where we do (Canada and UK included)!  
Most of you have probably read by now, but for those who haven’t, yesterday the Supreme Court of the United States, by a 5-4 vote, overturned the District of Columbia's 32-year ban on handguns. In the decision, the majority opinion says, unequivocally, that the right to keep and bear arms is an individual right. 

"Today's decision by the U.S. Supreme Court is a major victory for all Americans," said NSSF President Steve Sanetti.  "The Heller decision reaffirms the wisdom of our founding fathers in creating the Bill of Rights to protect and preserve individual rights, the cornerstone of our democracy. Furthermore, this decision solidifies an historical fact, the commonsense understanding that governments have powers, not rights -- rights are reserved exclusively for individuals."
Most conservation organizations, the NRA, NSSF, and many others have come out this morning praising the decision.
Web Site
The new web site is still a work in progress.  Many new improvements are now on their way.  As of today you can search on the agent side for corporate destinations only and you will now see an icon in the Files section for the post booking documents that are being created.  A few of these have already been posted (Big Sand Fishing, El Pescador, Palmas de Cortez).  Stay tuned for more.
Merrill

Three new items were placed on the Merrill site this week:

Youth Size Tee Shirts, Moose Tees and OC Tees (since 1989)
Reports and Openings
Pierre from PR Guides e-mailed this week:
Hello,

How are you today, hope that things are under control. Just want to let you know that I have 3 openings for fall 2008 bear hunt for bow hunters only. I have 3 openings for bow hunters during the week of either Sept 8th to 12 or Sept 15 to 19th--08.  I would be glad to guide your clients. If this info can be sent to your brokers it would be appreciated. Thank you and have a great day, your guide Pierre
------------
David from Alaska Good Time Charters sent the following message:


A heads up on 2009 - spring bear hunts are already filling up.  We can do 5 hunts in the spring, 3 are booked.  We have 2009 prices ready, basically we went up $250 on most things and I set an amount for fuel for each trip, like $1,500 on 6 day hunts and clients pay anything beyond that. I set it high enough that if fuel levels off at $5 per gallon there won't be an additional charge.

We still have the first week of September open this year (2008) - it's a great time to hunt and fish.  I might have mentioned it is usually the first week to book, but nothing this year.  If I get that week booked I'll be booked solid from June 27 through that hunt.

Also have a party of 2-3 looking to party up with another party of 2-4 for a deer hunt in October.   Good guys - been out with me on 4 bear hunts, so I can pretty much vouch for them. 

David Pinquoch
Alaska Good Time Charters
------------
Quick report from Hal Graff (OC-IL):
This week, I returned from my trip to Two Waters in South Africa.  I can add another sterling report on this outfitter.  As our other franchise owners have reported before, this is a quality experience.  All of the phases of Brian's operation ran smoothly.  I had a "better than perfect" hunt, as I harvested eight trophy animals in 4 1/2 days. It was one of those trips where everything went right.  

Being a novice big game hunter who had never fired a rifle at an animal before I arrived, I was concerned that I would hit anything.  The shooting instruction and education from Brian and my PH was wonderful.  We should not be concerned about sending clients here, regardless of their experience level, because of their instruction.  Most all of my harvests were one shot kills.  The species I took were - a Kudu, a Gemsbok, an Impala, a Blesbuck, all three species of springbuck (common, white, and black), and a steenbuck.  Several of these were very large trophies.  The hunting terrain was varied and beautiful, and a wide range of species were available.

The lodge, food, equipment, PH's, staff, and services were excellent.  Adding in sincere, qualified people who made every aspect of the trip enjoyable was an added bonus.  I will go back here as soon as I can.

Best,

Hal Graff
------------
Quick report from Joshua Slingerland (OC-ME):
This weekend my parents went fishing with Shane from The Salmon River Guide, here's what they had to say: The fishing was slow due to the weather, however by the end of the day they had caught 3 keeper fish all Brown trout. The highlight of the day was my dad's last fish a 14lb brown which is the biggest of the year! My mom also caught a nice fish that weighed it a 8lbs. All in all they had a great time said Shane runs a top notch outfit with great equipment and a great guy. 

Joshua Slingerland
------------
Mike with Alberta Waterfowl called with some openings.

Waterfowl hunt for the following dates

Arrive September 17, hunt the 18, 19, AM of the 20th, back in Edmonton by 4:00pm September 20th (6 spots)

Arrive September 21, hunt the 22, 23, AM of the 24th, back in Edmonton by 2:00pm September 24th (6 spots)

He is offering these hunts at a discount for $1,800 per person (regularly $2000)
DAT
This week I completed discussions with Yavapai Outfitters (www.yavapaioutfitters.com) to begin offering their hunts.  David Pereda owns and operates Yavapai and offers big game hunts in Arizona, Mexico, Oregon and California.  David specializes in trophy game and is allowing OC the opportunity to book all of his hunts.  You will see a list of available hunts for 2008 below.  I have been looking for an Arizona mountain lion hunt myself for a couple of years and I have chosen David for my hunt.  I will be hunting lion with him in March of 2009.  He will be paying 15% commission on all of his hunts except for the desert bighorn hunts and the Mexico Triple Trophy hunt (desert bighorn included in that one) which he will pay a flat commission of $5,000.  He still has two MX desert sheep hunts for 2008.  

AVAILABLE HUNT OPENINGS FOR 2008-2009
AZ MOUNTAIN LION= NOVEMBER 08 THRU APRIL 09=SEVERAL SPOTS AVAILABLE  

MEXICO MULE DEER=DECEMBER 08 THRU JAN. 31ST 09=SEVERAL SPOTS AVAILABLE

MEXICO COUES DEER=DECEMBER 08 THRU JAN.31ST 09=SEVERAL SPOTS AVAILABLE

MEXICO DESERT SHEEP=DECEMBER 08 THRU MARCH 14TH 09=2 SPOTS STILL AVAILABLE

AZ ARCHERY RUT MULE DEER=DECEMBER 12TH THRU DEC. 31ST 08=SEVERAL SPOTS AVAILABLE

AZ ARCHERY MULE DEER/LION COMBO=DEC.12TH THRU DEC.31ST 08=1 SPOT STILL AVAILABLE
------------
With some help from Jim Wisniewski (OC-NM) who now lives in Angel Fire, NM, OC is now able to offer the hunts of Los Brazos Hunting Company just outside of Chama, NM.  Chama has long been known as a hot spot for NM elk hunting.  Some of you will remember booking for The Timbers at Chama before they lost their lease.  Los Brazos is owned and operated by a friend of Jim’s, Moe Finley.  In fact, you can see a picture of Moe right now on the home page rotation as he just returned from the trip to Kain’s with Jim.  Moe’s place is a 6,500 acre private ranch and he offers elk hunts for both archery and rifle.  A neat option that Moe has that we can certainly sell is the unguided option.  There is a modern cabin right on the ranch and hunters can hunt right from the cabin guided or unguided.   Elk average 275 class on the ranch and they take elk over 300 each year. Guided elk hunts run $6,800 for rifle and $3,900 for archery.  Unguided hunts run $4,950 for rifle and $2,900 for archery.  We have not had the opportunity to sell unguided hunts in NM very often so this will be a service we can now provide.   Moe will be paying us 15% on all hunts and we will inspect this fall on an elk hunt.  You can see more at www.chamanewmexicohunting.com.
Moe also owns and operates Angel Fire Excursions and Eagle Nest Marina near Angel Fire, NM.  They rent cabins on Eagle Nest Lake (Jim can take you fishing if you stay) and operate snowmobile and ATV tours in and around the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.  He will also pay 15% commission for these trips as well.  You can see more at www.cti-excursions.com.
Thanks Jim.

------------
With help from John Morrow (OC-NE) OC is now able to offer trips to Pheasant Bonanza.  This destination is located just north of Omaha, NE and is a very corporate minded location.  PB offers pheasant hunts, sporting clays, 5 stand, etc.  You can view their site at www.pheasantbonanza.com.  They will be offering 15% commission on all hunts booked and we will inspect this fall on a pheasant hunt.
Thanks John.
------------

Outfitter Removal

Due to the second negative inspection trip report being filed on Backwoods Outfitters in Alberta, we will be removing this outfitter from the approved lodge list.
Inspection Trips Needing Filled

10 Spots Open!!!!!
Here is your chance to get involved with the approval process of Outdoor Connection and take advantage of some great discounts on hunting and fishing trips.  Don’t be shy – jump on board and join a trip, you’ll be glad you did.
(ONLY 1 SPOT OPEN)

OC used to book for Cedar Ridge in NW Ontario for whitetail deer, etc.  Now, Ward Karlberg (one of the brothers involved with Cedar Ridge) has taken over the operation in full and has changed the name to Deception Bay Outfitters.  Ward is offering OC a chance to come back in and reinspect the operation on a whitetail hunt with him this fall.  The information is as follows:  arrive Oct. 25, hunt 26-30 and depart on the 31st.  Normal rate for the whitetail hunt is $2,600 and this hunt is available to one OC franchise owner for $1,700.  License is $185.   We have had a number of people hunt with Ward and always had good reports.  
(ONLY 1 SPOT LEFT) 
An inspection trip to Gateway North Outfitters has been set for Sept 6-13, 2008 for a fall black bear hunt.  The offer is a 2 for 1 deal for two OC franchise owners.  Josh Slingerland (OC-ME) has confirmed one spot so there is only one left.  If you are interested let me know ASAP.  Regular cost for black bear hunt there is $2,000 so your cost will be $1,000 per franchise owner.  These are highly successful bear hunts and are 6 day hunts.  
(2 NEW OPENINGS) 
The inspection trip to Ruby Rock Lodge in British Columbia has been set for Sept 20-26, 2008.  The 2X1 moose hunt is normally $5,500 each.  They have offered us two spots at $3,500 each ($2,000 discount on a BC moose hunt).  Please check Ruby Rock’s web site to get a look at their operation.  Howard Gulick (OC-KY) has had clients that have hunted moose at Ruby Rock in the past.  I expect this one to fill fast so be sure to let me know ASAP if you are interested.

(ONLY 2 SPOTS LEFT)

The inspection trip to Kitchi Island Outposts has been set.  The 4 day trip will be $300 (normally $800) per person for the 4 day trip into Kitchi Island for four OC franchise owners. Arrive in eve of July 23rd or at 8:00 am on the 24th at Jake Pine Resort (2 hours north of Winnipeg in Pine Dock,MB). Arrangements can be made to stay at the resort ($30-40 for night) or other arrangements (Duncan's bunkhouse is not really far from there – or stay in Riverton (nearest town).  FO’s would fly home on the 28th. Duncan will try to stay at camp with the group (holds up to 8 in cabin) and fly guys out (only one at a time) to visit other camps (he has a two seat plane).  
(3 SPOTS OPEN) 
The inspection trip to Fish Venice is open to three OC franchise owners.  Dates can either be 1 or 2 days or an overnight trip.  If you are interested in this trip and are available to go in the next month, let me know ASAP.  I personally fished this area when we started working with 4 Reel Charters in 2004 (4 Reel recommended Fish Venice as they were partners before Hurricane Katrina).  The tuna fishing is awesome.   You will not be disappointed.  Cost to the group is $600 for a full day charter ($1,200 for two days) and $900 for an overnight trip.  This price is divisible by the number of inspectors and we need two or three to go.  Dates need booked ASAP.  Be the first to let me know you are interested and we can work with your dates.
(Only 1 SPOT OPEN)
The inspection trip to Boulder Lake Lodge has been set for July 28 – August 1, 2008.  This 4 night / 3 day (one night at the lodge and three nights back country camping – 3 days fishing) fishing trip is normally $1,100.  As part of this trip you will stay 4 days for $600 ($500 off).  If you are interested in being part of this trip let me know.  Jim and Geri Wisniewski (OC-NM) and Mary Regel (OC-WI) will be going on this one.
 

Have a great weekend!
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
