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Notes from the President

 August 20, 2007
Franchise Awards
Outdoor Connection would like to congratulate the 2006 Franchise of the Year and Rookie of the Year.  We usually present these awards at the convention, but since neither of these guys could make it I wanted to send it out in Notes so all franchise owners would find out at the same time.  
The 2006 Franchise of the Year is Mike McElrath and Pat Dugan of Chattanooga, Tennessee.

The 2006 Rookie of the Year is Greg Royse of Lexington, South Carolina.

Congratulations to both of the franchises for the super sales years.  

September Sales Goal

We have set the sales goal for September at $300,000.00.  If, as a company, OC franchise owners sell over $300,000 in gross trip receipts, we will award an Ogio Sled Duffle Bag ($220 value) with OC logo to the top seller for the month.  Get ready for a great month.

New Survey
A new survey has just been released for the outdoors industry.  You will find some very interesting numbers inside the survey.  Here is a link:
http://federalaid.fws.gov/surveys/surveys.html
Standings
The new franchise standings have been posted on the agent’s side of the web site.  Here are the top sellers for July:

Larry Boll (OC-WI) - 4 moose hunters to Big Sand
 

David Tenney / Eldon Blair / Jon Larson (OC-AZ) - 5 whitetail hunters to Heartland, 10 fishermen to Palmas, 12 fishermen to Sprucewood 
 

Johnny Wellman (OC-IL) - 1 caribou hunter to AK Wild, 2 elk hunters to Ute Creek
 

Steve Ellenson / Frank Calta (OC-MN)  - 6 clients to Alaska Yacht Charters, 4 pheasant hunters to Camp David
 

Scott Marvin (OC-MN) - 6 bear hunters to Big Antler
Costa Del Mar
Don’t forget that as OC franchise owners you are automatically listed on the pro staff for Costa Del Mar sunglasses.  You can place your order once per year for any pair of sunglasses Costa makes for 50% off.  Here is a link to check out their products:

http://www.costadelmar.com/
If you click on the button for Costa behind the Suppliers button on the agent’s site, you will find the form you need to order with and the directions.  

Only 4 of us have order from them in the past year, we need to get more people involved here to keep the deal intact.

Cancellation Hunts
We have a unique situation that has just come up.  Bruce Rowe (OC-WI) has a client who booked a whitetail hunt with Big Antler last year.  Unfortunately, the client passed away last month and the hunt is paid in full.  Big Antler and our goal is to sell the hunt to someone else at this point and send the money back to the family from here.  If you have any whitetail hunters still looking for a spot, the dates are Nov. 18-25, 2007 and the cost is $3,400.  The commission will still be paid on the hunt.
Inspection Trips

I still need to fill the inspection trip to Pack String Outfitters. If you are interested please let me know ASAP.   They are heading to camp tomorrow so we really need to get names to them ASAP!!!
Pack String Outfitters (www.packstringoutfitters.com):
This is a 7 day elk archery hunt in the Flat Tops Wilderness area in Western Colorado.  The hunt will take place Sept 18-24.  This will be a guided hunt and the deal is a 2 for 1 special to OC franchise owners.  The rate will be $1,625 for each OC person.  This is a great opportunity to bow hunt an elk during the bugle in Colorado (and you can’t beat the price).   
------------
I have just finished working with Blair Inscho of Twin River Outfitters in Northern Alberta.  Twin River offers hunts for moose, elk, whitetail and mule deer as well as black bear.  Their area is in GMU’s 353, 352, 344, 342, 346, 334 and 224.  Blair has guided in this area for 20 years and just took over the outfitter’s license himself.  They area they hunt borders the Jasper National Park.  

Blair has offered us two archery moose/whitetail combo hunts for $1,000.00 each, for us to send in two OC franchise owners.  The dates of the hunt will Sept 10-16, 2007.  He will also let us buy elk tags if we want them and pay a $1,000 trophy fee on an elk harvest.  

The camp is located 3 hours north of Edmonton and Blair will pick us up at the airport and provide transportation to the camp.  

This is a great opportunity to take a Canadian hunting trip with a combo of species available for only $1,000 plus airfare to Edmonton.

Again, time is of the essence here so let me know ASAP if you are interested.

Twin River will be paying 15% commission and we will know much more after the inspection hunt.

Lodges, Guides and Outfitters
Be sure to read the new client report on Kasba Lake Lodge that was just filed by one of Scott Marvin’s (OC-MN) clients.
------------
Quick report from one of Harold Eby’s (OC-MD) client’s who hunted black bear with PR Guides.

Harold - I had a great hunt and a great time.  Excellent experience all the wall around and I got a nice bear with a white "V" on his chest.
------------
Here is a report from some of Ike Cumming’s (OC-WA) clients who just returned from Alaska Wilderness Charters.
Ike, 
We had a Great trip!  No issues or problems.  Had to buy a freezer for all the fish I brought back.  Each of us took home over 100 lbs of Halibut and Salmon. 

Thanks again! 
Jim 
------------
Nebraska Trophy Bucks and Birds called to let us know they still have 5 spots for deer hunts (whitetail or muley) Nov 15-18.
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
