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Notes from the President

 August 31, 2007
Holiday Hours

In observance of Labor Day here in the US, the Outdoor Connection corporate office will be closed on Monday.  I will be checking e-mails that day as we do have many clients on and heading out on trips.  If you have an issue with any of your clients, feel free to shoot me an e-mail.  

August Sales Goal

We have set the sales goal for August at $300,000.00.  If, as a company, OC franchise owners sell over $300,000 in gross trip receipts, we will award an Ogio Sled Duffle Bag ($220 value) with OC logo to the top seller for the month.  Get ready for a great month!
Industry Reports
There have been a couple of interesting reports released lately.  Here are a couple of links you might find useful:

http://www.outdoorindustryfoundation.org/pdf/ResearchNextGeneration.pdf
http://www.outdoorindustryfoundation.org/resources.research.html
Inspection Trips

I have just finished working with Andrea Langford of Goose Bay Camp and Nungesser Lake Outpost on Lac Seul in Northwestern Ontario.  We will be adding them to the approved lodge list and inspecting them next month.  Lac Seul has a great reputation for being a top fishing destination.  It is a drive to location with cabins along the shoreline.  They will be paying 15% commission and you can check them out at www.lacseul.com.
Lodges, Guides and Outfitters
Here is a quick report from some of Mark Reinert’s (OC-ON) clients who just returned from Redoubt Mtn. Lodge:

Hello Mark!

Here are a few Pics from a simply unforgettable trip to Redoubt Lodge Alaska.  The Lodge was outstanding - great people, big plentiful fish, marvelous food, incredible wildlife, amazing vistas...

Thank you for your help in making this trip of a lifetime happen.

Regards
Claude
------------
We spoke with Scenic Mesa Lodge in Colorado this week due to some information we received from John Green (OC-CO) regarding changes in management.   The owner told us that she is closing hunting on the ranch for a year.  Fishing is now done through Al (apparently he bought the fishing portion).
Al is the one we set everything up with in the beginning at Scenic Mesa, so we will be in touch with him to see if he wants us to continue to offer his fishing trips.  As of now Scenic Mesa has been removed from the web site.

------------
Claudia received the following message from Mountain Creek Outfitters this week:

Claudia - I have 2 deer hunts for this fall that I am trying to fill. I can take the hunters Nov 5-10, 12-17 or Dec 3-8th.  Could you pass this along to your agents?  Thanks.
Hanz Meyer
Notes from the VP – Greg Ray
Well, it looks like we made the right decision in going with "The Sportsman Channel" instead of MOR.  As of yesterday MOR is no longer on the air and is shutting its doors.  This puts us in a very good position since we are locked in with Sportsman.  As you can imagine producers everywhere are left scrambling to find a home.  I spoke with Graig Hale (GM of Sportsman) yesterday and he reported that they are getting bombarded with phone calls and request for time slots.  I would not be surprised to see The Sportsman Channel take MOR's place on Dish or Direct sometime after the first of the year.
 

Below is the report from the Outdoor Wire on MOR.
 

Meanwhile, yesterday's "townhall meeting" between officials of the Men’s Outdoor & Recreational Network (MOR) and producers supplying the network programming wasn't good news for anyone involved. Sources tell the Outdoor Wire that producers were told MOR was ceasing operation. 
In the past month, MOR filed for bankruptcy protection, citing rate increases by DISH network as a primary cause of their financial problems. That loss of carriage cost them forty percent of their network's distribution. 

This Tuesday, the problems compounded as DirecTV, the other primary distributor of MOR, also pulled them off the air. That left MOR with only a random smattering of television stations nationwide carrying their programming. That's decidedly not the national distribution promised to producers and advertisers running product on the network. 

At that point, MOR's owners decided enough was enough. The company has apparently petitioned the court to be removed from Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings for the purpose of liquidation. Regardless of the court's decision, we're told, MOR and its parent company have ceased operations. 

GOOD NEWS!!!!  Your voices were heard at convention.  Bubba from The Lodge had a hunting accident and is no longer with us.  As for Brenda the host, her personality will go from the ditsy blonde we all saw at convention, to hosting the show in a more professional manner.
 After visiting with many of you at convention, I called Graig Hale and passed along your feelings about the show.  Graig informed me yesterday that Outdoor Connection franchise owners opinions were a big factor in pulling the plug on Bubba.  I will keep everyone updated on the progress of The Lodge.
In the Outdoors,
 Marc Glades
